A NOTE "
from the Director

Dear Friends,

Every year around this time, the excitement starts to build as
we approach another Holiday Express season — and this one
promises to be the most interesting of all. We have scheduled
our usual “50 shows in 30 days” which would be daunting
enough, but the prospect of a trip to the flood-ravaged Gulf
Coast to do what we do best — bring some Holiday joy to the
neediest of our fellow human beings - is truly an awesome
challenge. | never doubt our group’s ability to overachieve;
and whether it's the “Express Makeover” gang or the “Giving
Partners” or our trip to Columbine High School or feeding
750 homeless at St John's on Christmas

Eve, | hope we will continue to be in the

right places...at the right time.

2005 Schedule

Friday, November 18 Annual Dinner Dance

Sunday, November 20 Woodbine Development Center

Monday, November 21 Greystone Psychiatric

Tuesday, November 22 Ancora Hospital

Friday, November 25 Red Bank Tree Lighting

Saturday, November 26 New Lisbon Development Center

Sunday, November 27 HolEx at RCDS

Monday, November 28 Ladacin Network
North Jersey Developmental Center

Tuesday, November 29 Hunterdon Developmental Center
CPC Residential, Park Place

Wednesday, November 30 Millburn Regional Day School
St. Paul's Homeless Shelter

Thursday, December 1 Ocean Mental Health
Eva's Kitchen

Friday, December 2 A. Harry Moore School

Saturday, December 3 Vineland Development Center

Sunday, December 4 The Center

Monday, December 5 Greenbrook Development Center
Lyons VA Hospital

Tuesday, December 6 C.H.O.P
Cathedral Kitchen of Camden

Wednesday, December 7 Monmouth Votech (MCVR)

Wednesday, December 7 New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC), Newark, NJ

It is the mission of Holiday Express to deliver music,
food, gifts and friendship to the mentally disabled,
those living with illnesses such as cancer and AIDS,
the homeless, the isolated elderly and others
in need of the gift of human kindness during
the holiday season and throughout the year.
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Thursday, December 8 CP Passaic High School
Epiphany House & Spring House

Friday, December 9 Trenton Area Soup Kitchen

Trenton Psychiatric

Saturday, December 10 Big Joe Henry Show, Pt. Pleasant, NJ

Sunday December 11 Matheny School

Monday, December 12 University Behavioral Health

Tuesday, December 13 Woodbridge Development Center

Wednesday, December 14 Harbor School
Staten Island Special Olympics

Thursday, December 15 Lakeview School (CP Edison)
ARC

Saturday, December 17 Eastern Christian Retreat

Sunday, December 18 Crystal Lake

Monday, December 19 Bonnie Brae

Tuesday, December 20 Count Basie Theatre, Red Bank, NJ

Wednesday, December 21 Bowery Residents’ Committee, Inc.

Thursday, December 22 Blythedale Children’s Hospital
Kitchen at St. Mark'’s

Friday, December 23 Holy Apostle Soup Kitchen

Saturday, December 24 St. John's Soup Kitchen







We deeply appreciate your generosity —without it, Holiday Express could not deliver.
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Rarty With A Purpose!

The holidays are party time and long-time
HolEx friend, Avis Anderson, came up with
a fun idea while attending the after-party
for Rock & Heart Place, the Holiday Express
documentary that opened the Red Bank
International Film Festival in October.

Having reached the “Jubilee Decade,” Avis
feels that “birthday giving needs to be
redesigned.” This year, she plans to cele-
brate her November birthday with a Holiday
Express bag stuffing party. “Instead of
presents, friends will be asked to bring
gift bag items from a list sent with the
invitations,” she explained.

With the input of Program Director Donna
Edington and Volunteer Coordinator
Beth MclLoone, this special idea has
expanded to Holiday Express Party
Planning Kits, which are now available by
calling our office. You'll be sent a sample
invitation, a list of needed items and
Holiday Express gift bags.

Now you can plan your next event around
helping your favorite charity!
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News from the
Warehouse Elves

There's always something going on at the
warehouse — before (and after) the planning,
before (and after) the rehearsals, and before
(and yes, after) the season activities begin.
Found in the warehouse these days among the
Gift Coordinators and literally hundreds of volunteers
and junior volunteers who make ‘Grinchville’ hum, is a new addition
to the Holiday Express staff- Warehouse Manager, Don Pignataro.

Don has been busy moving boxes and looks forward to helping the
upcoming events run smoothly. In his new role, Don will organize
donations, maintain an inventory (there are currently over 200,000
items), assist with loading and unloading trucks, make pickups and Don
deliveries — and do “just about anything else to make things easier
for the volunteers assembling gift bags.”

2005 Wish List Items

Holiday Express gift bags generally contain personal care items, warm clothing,
a snack and something fun. Thanks to the generosity of our many corporate
sponsors, a good portion of the gift bag items have been received already.
However, a few critical things are still needed for this season: men'’s gloves,
men'’s deodorant, blankets, backpacks, playing cards, granola/Power Bars..

If you'd like to make a donation of any kind to help support our 2005 season,
please phone or email the elves at the Holiday Express office. And thank you!



